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As an international student in the USA, coming from a humble background in
Haiti, furthering my education proves to be a challenge. According to the CIA World
Factbook, Haiti is one of the poorest nations in the Western Hemisphere — with about
80% of residents living in abject poverty (CNN, 1). Additionally, Haiti, as a third world
nation, suffers from social vices, such as corruption and high levels of political
instability. Moreover, natural disasters, such as the 2010 earthquake, further weakened

the nation’s economy, setting us back in numerous ways.

Owing to the poor conditions in Haiti, | have decided to pursue an education here
in the United States to gain the chance to better my life, as well as that of my people
back in Haiti — through the knowledge | will gain. | am not ready to give up on my
country, nor my education. High levels of corruption in the nation have led to the
weakening of various systems, like justice, educational, and healthcare institutions. High
levels of poverty and limited access to education contribute to reduce the amount of
career opportunities in the nation, which have detrimental impacts on the economy. In
addition to this, my financial status in a developed nation proves to be a challenge,
owing to the huge economic difference and the value of our currency against the

American dollar.

| would be extremely grateful to be chosen for the Cuny Becas scholarship. This
opportunity will help me achieve my dreams, and gives me the opportunity to also help

my country at large.

Being a self-motivated and ambitious individual, | have made an effort on my own
to help raise money for my studies. While studying at Borough of Manhattan Community

College, | also worked part-time as an assistant in the Office of Accessibility, from
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August 2016 to December 2017. In addition to the joy I got while working with people
and assisting them, the position also helped support my education, as | used the

amount | raised to pay for my fees at the institution.

Furthermore, | have been multitasking two different jobs in a bid to help support
my education. In addition to working as an office assistant at the college, | also served
an internship as a customer service representative at the New York City Housing
Authority — from November 2017 to November 2018. | am also grateful for these

opportunities, however, | would prefer to focus on my education.

On top of all of this, | have been working as a volunteer at Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) — from September 2013 to June 2014. | am happy to
volunteer in various projects and give back to society. In this position, | was able to

learn the necessary skills to make me marketable to future employers.

This scholarship will help propel me toward my career objectives and goals. If
granted this scholarship, | plan to pursue an education in law. | also plan to use my
education to better the lives of my family back at home, and help restore stability in
Haiti.

As a lawyer, | plan to advocate for international students and immigrants, since |
have first-hand experience with the problems we experience here in the US. Upon
graduating, | plan to push for policies to help make international students feel

comfortable and appreciated in the nation where they pursue their studies.

With this scholarship, | believe that | can be an ambassador for change, both in

Haiti and around the world. In America for example, | plan to advocate for International
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students — to help them live better lives as they pursue their education. In my country, |
plan to help bring structure and sanity to the poor social systems. Being awarded the
Cuny Becas scholarship will play a pivotal role in helping me achieve my dreams. |
humbly request to be considered for the opportunity to break away from the current

financial burdens that have been limiting my studies.
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