How to Write a Definition Essay: Writing Guide with Sample Essays
What Is Success?
Different people have different definitions of success. In order to critically define
the real meaning of success – perhaps the first and most significant recognition which
any person can make – is that no single defined formula exists which outlines the way
to personal success. The statement means that people can do different things in their
quest for personal development. Every person has his own goals and priorities,
meaning that different attitudes and activities will make people feel good about
themselves (Pronovost, Cleeman, Wright, & Srinivasan, 2016). The definition of what
success is for every individual should be grounded based upon his or her inborn
weaknesses and areas of strength, including hereditary personality type (Pronovost et
al., 2016). Being successful understands one’s priorities, acknowledging his or her
weaknesses without being afraid to confront them, and striving for balance as well as
being open to new opportunities in life.
Based on personality type, every person has his or her own perspective on the
particular things that make him or her successful. Most often, many consider their views
of success grounded upon another person’s idea of the meaning of success.
Nonetheless, among all these concepts of the meaning of success, a central idea is
established: that being successful (prosperous) suggests having the ability to
understand one’s own important priorities. If a person can spend all his energy and time
attempting to fulfill another individual’s idea of success, and belittles or ignores any of
his or her opposing views, then he or she will later become exhausted and unhappy.
Success rarely occurs until an individual attains such an attitude about happiness. This
suggests that it is impossible for one to become successful unless he or she feels
happy with his/her accomplishments and goals. Being successful is the capacity to
understand the goals which an individual struggles for in life, and setting priorities to
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enable him or herself to achieve them. Recognizing the most important priorities in
one’s life is important for people to achieve personal development.
To become successful, one needs to know his or her weaknesses. Being
successful suggests acknowledging our shadows without hiding in them. To attain
personal growth, an individual ought to discover his or her individuality and the issue of
whether their actions are based on feelings or thinking. A different perspective of
success considers that the main denominator of success is having wisdom. With
wisdom, one will have the capacity of making good judgments in different situations.
Furthermore, the ultimate measure of success should not just be about benefiting
ourselves but also the people around us.
To sum up, different people have different perceptions of success. An important
aspect that can assist one to become successful is being happy. Therefore, happiness
comes before success. If people want to become successful, they should avoid basing
their own success on other people’s milestones or accomplishments while belittling their
own. Such a state can cause unhappiness. Furthermore, success results from
acknowledging one’s own limitations. Ultimately, success derives from having wisdom.
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